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How it Began:

Years ago | worked as a
buyer for used/rare books at
a local independent
bookstore. | learned at the
eloow of an experienced &
detail-oriented buyer (thank
you Ken) & found the
research thrilling.

What valuable treasures do
you have on your shelfe
Following are some tips to
help you get started on
researching their value.

Evaluating Old, Collectible &
Rare Books

Have you ever bought an old book at a yard sale or flea
markete Did you assume that because it was old and in
good condifion it might be worth some money? The truth
is, most old books are just that...old books. However it is sfill
possible to find fitles that have value. You may have some
sitting on your shelf right now, or possibly have inherited
books from a relafive that you want to research.

With a little fime and energy you can find out whether or
not you have a treasure or something for the donation
bag.
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Author Spotlight #1:
Helen Schuerer

Lair of Bones (2021)
( % % % % % — Goodreads)
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Author Spotlight #2:
Vonnie Winslow Crist

Dragon Rain (2021)
(% % % % — Goodreads)

After completeing her successful first series, The
Oremere Chronicles, she admitted being
nervous about launching a new one. Asked if
she learned from writing her first series she said,
I learned a lot by writing and publishing The
Oremere Chronicles, mainly the importance of
outlining. I approached Curse of the Cyren
Queen a lot more methodically, I outlined the
entire series... There was a lot more forethought,
and I learned to pace myself when it came to the
worldbuilding stage as well.

Review:

Stunning world building, unexpected friendships
& surprising outcomes. It's a tale of a lowest of
the low, doublely-cursed young woman striving
fo escape her terrible reality amidst a world of
have-nots and excess. She dreams of leaving
the underworld world of bones and grime for a
better life through the queen’s fournament. The
winner will become the next ruler. Her captive
mother is mad, the upper-classes are trying to
sabotage her, but she's smart & tough. Can she
succeed?

Helen's webpage: https://helenscheuerer.com

Follow her on Twitter: @nhelenscheurer

Vonnie and | conneted on Twitter over our love
of dragons. | was thrilled to discover that she had
written an entire book of dragons stories,
highlighting her broad knowledge of world
mythology.

Review:

Do you think you know a lot about dragons?
Read this impressive collection of dragon stories
to find out how much more there is to discover
about their magic and mythology. Vonnie's
knowledge of myth and fantasy shines through in
her stories full of danger, wonder, treachery and
love; each unique and surprising.

Our most prevalent stories are of large, fire
breathing beasts that wreak havoc on the
countryside and steal farmers livestock. There's
so much more to explore. Travel through time
and cultures, from China fo the Louisiana Bayou
tfo meet shapeshifters, enchanted beings, lake
dwellers, royalty, tricksters and time travelers--
dragons beyond anything you might have
imagined. A must read for all dragon lovers!

Vonnie's webpage:
https://www.vonniewinslowcrist.com

Follow her on Twitter: @VonnieWCrist




COMING IN THE MARCH ISSUE:
e Using all aspects of social media to enrich your author platform

e Indie & small press Author Spotlights

e Another exciting contest/giveaway




